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Span™ 80 
Sorbitan ester 
 
Span™ 80 is a biodegradable surfactant based on a natural fatty acid (oleic acid) and the sugar 

alcohol sorbital.  This sorbitan ester is highly effective at forming oil in water emulsions, particularly 

when used in combination with its polyethoxylated derivative, Tween™ 80. 

 

Physical Properties 

Typical values (this is not a sales specification) 

Test Typical Value Units 

HLB 4.3 - 

Form Liquid - 

Acid value 4 mg KOH/g 

Hydroxyl value 201.5 mg KOH/g 

Saponification value 152.5 mg KOH/g 

Water content 0.75 %w/w 

For sales specification please contact your local sales representative.

 

Applications 

 Construction chemicals 

 Emulsion and dispersion technology 

 Ink additives for ceramic tiles 

 Surfactants and chemical intermediates 

 Technical and industrial fibre chemicals 

 

 

 

 

Functions 

 Low HLB surfactant 

 Water in oil emulsifier 

 Co-emulsifier 

 Wetting agent for powders in oil 

 Antifoam 

 Biodegradable 

 
 

Non-warranty 
The information in this publication is believed to be accurate and is given in good faith, but no representation or warranty as to its completeness or accuracy 
is made. Suggestions for uses or applications are only opinions. Users are responsible for determining the suitability of these products for their own 
particular purpose. No representation or warranty, expressed or implied, is made with respect to information or products including, without limitation, 
warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement of any third party patent or other intellectual property rights including, 
without limit, copyright, trademark and designs. Any trademarks identified herein are trademarks of the Croda group of companies.   
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